
Methods of Resolving Vectors (cont’d) 
 
2.  Using Right Trigonometry (must form a right triangle) 
 
If the vectors act at 90° angles (creating a right triangle), they can be 
resolved using right-angle trig. and the Pythagorean theorem. 
 
ex. 
Find the displacement of an airplane that flies 500 km due south and 
then 700 km due west. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


